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Mphasis partners with Ashoka University for interdisciplinary lab

The lab will co-create a summer programme with Ashoka Innovation Centre, for school students to experience
problem discovery, ideation, and user innovation in a learning-meets-work environment.

Midcap IT firm Mphasis announced on November 18 that it has expanded its partnership with Ashoka University to
establish an interdisciplinary lab for industry academia engagement on machine learning and computational use
cases. As part of the partnership, Mphasis has committed a grant of Rs 18 crore for a period of three years.

The expansion of the lab will offer spaces for experiential learning through live projects and hackathons and flexible
spaces for industry-academia engagement through lecture series and workshops. The Digital Makerspace will
provide computer science (CS) and 2/2 non-CS students with an equal opportunity to benefit from Ashoka’s
interdisciplinary environment, the company said.

“As a follow-on to this partnership we will create an internship program and we are in talks with our clients for
some of these internship programs. We will also become early adopters of placement programs for candidates
coming out of this initiative,” said Nitin Rakesh, Chief Executive Officer, and Managing Director, Mphasis.

Mphasis, part of the Blackstone portfolio companies, initiated this partnership in 2020 with the creation of the lab
for Machine Learning and Computational Thinking at Ashoka University. Nine projects were initiated under the
three pillars of Digitization and Society, Health Analytics and Dissemination.

The lab would scale existing high-impact projects and pilot new initiatives such as the Ashoka Centre for Health
Analytics, Research & Trends (CHART) to develop Indiaspecific metrics and visualization tools enabling policymakers
to identify appropriate strategies and schemes.

“An industry- academia partnership is not easy to pull off. This, | think, is a really successful example. And for us, it's
gives us a lot of confidence about what we're trying to do in terms of recognising that research in technology in
computer science is not just uni dimensional, that it actually connects to many other disciplines,” said Pramath Raj
Sinha Chairperson, Board of Trustees, Ashoka University.

The lab will be housed in a dedicated space within the Ashoka Innovation Centre (AIC). The lab will co-create a
summer programme with Ashoka Innovation Centre, for school students to experience problem discovery, ideation,
and user innovation in a learningmeets-work environment. The lab will also be the foundation ground of
BharatSim, an open-source, large-scale, agent-based simulation framework built to help the scientific community.



https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/tech/information-tech/mphasis-partners-with-ashoka-university-for-interdisciplinary-lab/articleshow/95596189.cms
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Financial Express
Mphasis partners with Ashoka University to strengthen tech ecosystem

Mphasis, an information technology (IT) solutions provider through Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) arm,
Mphasis F1 Foundation, has announced to strengthen their commitment to Ashoka University with a grant of Rs 18
crores, for a period of three years, as per an official statement.

Further, the grant is targeted towards the expansion of Mphasis Laboratory of Machine Learning and Computational
Thinking at the University. “The partnership will also lay the foundation of Digital Makerspace to intensify
engagement and experiential learning within the student community,” the statement added.

According to the statement, the expansion of the lab will offer spaces for experiential learning through live projects
and hackathons and flexible spaces for industry-academia engagement through lecture series and workshops.

The Digital Makerspace aims to provide Computer Science (CS) and non-CS students with an equal opportunity to
benefit from Ashoka’s interdisciplinary environment. The Digital Makerspace will be a collaborative workspace for
making, learning, exploring, and sharing using high-tech to no-tech tools, that will enable the ideation of tech-enabled
solution-centric startups



https://www.financialexpress.com/education-2/mphasis-ashoka-university-tech-ecosystem-industry-academia-education/2840528/
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Ashoka University Strengthens Tech Ecosystem Through Mphasis Collaboration

Mphasis, an information technology (IT) solutions provider specializing in cloud and cognitive services, through its
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) arm, Mphasis F1 Foundation, today strengthened its commitment to Ashoka
University with a grant of INR 18 Crores, for a period of three years towards the expansion of Mphasis Laboratory of
Machine Learning and Computational Thinking at the University. The partnership will also lay the foundation of Digital
Makerspace to intensify engagement and experiential learning within the student community.

The expansion of the lab will offer spaces for experiential learning through live projects and hackathons and flexible
spaces for industry-academia engagement through lecture series and workshops. The Digital Makerspace will provide
Computer Science (CS) and non-CS students with an equal opportunity to benefit from Ashoka’s interdisciplinary
environment. The Digital Makerspace will be a collaborative workspace for making, learning, exploring, and sharing
using high-tech to no-tech tools, that will enable the ideation of tech-enabled solution-centric startups.

“At Mphasis, we believe that to truly embrace the digital learning paradigm, one must advocate for accessibility and
nurture a new lens of industry-academia partnerships. With our partnership with Ashoka University, we aim to inspire
students across all academic fields to foster innovation and harness their potential to create a lasting impact on
society. With the growing digital edge, it has become imperative to build a culture of innovation to have a future-
ready generation with unmatched capabilities and skillsets. The expansion of the lab and creation of the Digital
Makerspace at Ashoka University will enable students to draw on diverse perspectives, skills and partnerships and
create value through immersive and application-based learning,” said Nitin Rakesh, Chief Executive Officer, and
Managing Director, Mphasis.

Mphasis, part of the Blackstone portfolio companies, laid the foundation for the partnership in 2020 with the creation
of the Laboratory for Machine Learning and Computational Thinking at Ashoka University. Being a first-of-its-kind
collaboration in an interdisciplinary institution in India, nine projects were initiated under the three pillars of
Digitization and Society, Health Analytics and Dissemination.

“We are pleased to support our investee company, Mphasis, in the expansion of the laboratory and the creation of
Digital Makerspace for students at Ashoka University. At Blackstone, we believe that it is important to educate and
equip future leaders with digital skills that can help prepare them for a rapidly evolving world shaped by technology.
We've made several investments in education technology around the world including Aakash Education,
Renaissance, Ellucian and Articulate, and it’s also been a passion of mine, where I’'ve made contributions to its success
in India over the years,” said Amit Dixit, Head of Asia Private Equity, Blackstone, and Director on Mphasis board.

“The follow-on grant from Mphasis is a testament and recognition of our commitment towards building India’s
premier multidisciplinary University. We are delighted to witness how our collaboration has resulted in creating best-
in-class infrastructure and facilities for academics and research and has transformed the lives of the next generation
of young leaders. Our Build Ashoka plan outlines a bold vision for interdisciplinary research in our accelerated growth
phase. With this extended support from Mphasis, we will raise the bar in academic excellence with a pioneering
vision as we collaborate to fuel research-based solutions for real-life challenges and long-term sustainable impact
that lasts beyond our times,” said Pramath Raj Sinha Chairperson, Board of Trustees, Ashoka University.



https://secure-web.cisco.com/1cJO9v5iPgpFZ7AKaMGvGV-Sg1pg8rCrq0fDpiLLTfNPYPrkVHqewtgdFy9M7T3Rt7AC5_uYA1OphL7MkMMMo0Yd-7C46DAg0sZqzxrhOreMvmKflKsnxsh4Bi1RdJAsbfQZlSUGavXCgHYuA-GlCkLPVNx0ekNBGKTswVfjwWztCwLjD4YbPNdyCvrMhMD-aVWCp9Fwk8HPgHKt7LUVcxsTQwbGBycDYrkQgBEo0ZxR3MbuV4FCGGlVrAcSFIsytYDfW8muFfFxxBo9D0VxFOOmNrL_SogJ2mV7fgWj_yP2mohNgCy_KgZdGHTsx8SZNnCoL3wGNG0mDYcGsrFzCGg/https%3A%2F%2Fclicktime.symantec.com%2F15tpJ8wLAd9hyzpg4SCzd%3Fh%3DExH2iT3bmSNJZA5p6hMAIvvJy8FxmWV39gCKFMKT5MI%3D%26u%3Dhttp%3A%2F%2Fbweducation.businessworld.in%2Farticle%2FAshoka-University-Strengthens-Tech-Ecosystem-Through-Mphasis-Collaboration%2F17-11-2022-454518%2F
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The lab would scale existing high-impact projects and pilot new initiatives such
as the Ashoka Centre for Health Analytics, Research & Trends (CHART) to develop India-specific metrics and
visualization tools enabling policymakers to identify appropriate strategies and schemes. The lab will also be the
foundation ground of BharatSim, an open-source, large-scale, agent-based simulation framework built to help the
scientific community.

The new vision will witness the expansion of the lab, to be housed in a dedicated space within the Ashoka Innovation
Centre (AIC). The Ashoka Innovation Centre will be a 40,000+ sq. ft. state-of-the-art building included in the Build
Ashoka expansion plan and will be set up by 2024 under the Ashoka@125-acre mission. The lab under the broad
scope of Computer Science + X at Ashoka (CS+X aims to bring the power of computing to other disciplines through
curriculum integration & building more interdisciplinary research centres), will co-create a summer programme with
Ashoka Innovation Centre, for school students to experience problem discovery, ideation, and user innovation in a
learning-meets-work environment. The partnership will also co-run projects with the Centre for Data Sciences and
the School of Advanced Computing to engage in data visualization and actionable insights for complex problem-
solving.
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Mphasis expands commitment with Ashoka University, strengthening the Tech ecosystem for interdisciplinary

Innovation and Industry-academia collaboration

Mphasis, an information technology (IT) solutions provider specializing in cloud and cognitive services, through its
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) arm, Mphasis F1 Foundation, today strengthened its commitment to Ashoka
University with a grant of INR 18 Crores, for a period of three years towards the expansion of Mphasis Laboratory of
Machine Learning and Computational Thinking at the University. The partnership will also lay the foundation of Digital
Makerspace to intensify engagement and experiential learning within the student community.

The expansion of the lab will offer spaces for experiential learning through live projects and hackathons and flexible
spaces for industry-academia engagement through lecture series and workshops. The Digital Makerspace will provide
Computer Science (CS) and non-CS students with an equal opportunity to benefit from Ashoka’s interdisciplinary
environment. The Digital Makerspace will be a collaborative workspace for making, learning, exploring, and sharing
using high-tech to no-tech tools, that will enable the ideation of tech-enabled solution-centric startups.

“At Mphasis, we believe that to truly embrace the digital learning paradigm, one must advocate for accessibility and
nurture a new lens of industry-academia partnerships. With our partnership with Ashoka University, we aim to inspire
students across all academic fields to foster innovation and harness their potential to create a lasting impact on
society. With the growing digital edge, it has become imperative to build a culture of innovation to have a future-
ready generation with unmatched capabilities and skillsets. The expansion of the lab and creation of the Digital
Makerspace at Ashoka University will enable students to draw on diverse perspectives, skills and partnerships and
create value through immersive and application-based learning,” said Nitin Rakesh, Chief Executive Officer, and
Managing Director, Mphasis.

Mphasis, part of the Blackstone portfolio companies, laid the foundation for the partnership in 2020 with the creation
of the Laboratory for Machine Learning and Computational Thinking at Ashoka University. Being a first-of-its-kind
collaboration in an interdisciplinary institution in India, nine projects were initiated under the three pillars of
Digitization and Society, Health Analytics and Dissemination.

“We are pleased to support our investee company, Mphasis, in the expansion of the laboratory and the creation of
Digital Makerspace for students at Ashoka University. At Blackstone, we believe that it is important to educate and
equip future leaders with digital skills that can help prepare them for a rapidly evolving world shaped by technology.
We've made several investments in education technology around the world including Aakash Education,
Renaissance, Ellucian and Articulate, and it’s also been a passion of mine, where I've made contributions to its success
in India over the years,” said Amit Dixit, Head of Asia Private Equity, Blackstone, and Director on Mphasis board.

“The follow-on grant from Mphasis is a testament and recognition of our commitment towards building India’s
premier multidisciplinary University. We are delighted to witness how our collaboration has resulted in creating best-
in-class infrastructure and facilities for academics and research and has transformed the lives of the next generation
of young leaders. Our Build Ashoka plan outlines a bold vision for interdisciplinary research in our accelerated growth
phase. With this extended support from Mphasis, we will raise the bar in academic excellence with a pioneering
vision as we collaborate to fuel research-based solutions for real-life challenges and long-term sustainable impact
that lasts beyond our times,” said Pramath Raj Sinha Chairperson, Board of Trustees, Ashoka University.



https://secure-web.cisco.com/1MQxT7H8WTO1TU8zyQHi7H52qVSqH_RurIBTGE5QyYskQ_2eGi7wbi9vLuNDjDN6OfDeRyjfztu6Srwznlt_phPhN-pnmSlCCDCho3dzKN0Co1odgznxmeOxjiM3A4CTQKS-U1V58NxYxYRS9IqmeqDjprEBopAvPgXfLt81Phto5E68mCoaMef66699oW3fS6uvzrLy6pZCmbZ1oAOYFM8YOKIMa6G_O2iDBMOdVgBl_hZSC8ZueYyNH0oEPD9IPJT_6YXLdsOgd9RkIswcw9YKzeuZuxJJKmV-43s8GnKconvKC3uC6TiyHqb5YdwuoepuUZcwa38VwNgaR-8TKgw/https%3A%2F%2Fclicktime.symantec.com%2F15tpo872vKFGTfnDKnbtM%3Fh%3DC5F8cPo3pXfIY9iETa1h1qgEXGhFVsYtQTdgzxJod28%3D%26u%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.expresscomputer.in%2Fnews%2Fmphasis-expands-commitment-with-ashoka-university-strengthening-the-tech-ecosystem-for-interdisciplinary-innovation-and-industry-academia-collaboration%2F91995%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1MQxT7H8WTO1TU8zyQHi7H52qVSqH_RurIBTGE5QyYskQ_2eGi7wbi9vLuNDjDN6OfDeRyjfztu6Srwznlt_phPhN-pnmSlCCDCho3dzKN0Co1odgznxmeOxjiM3A4CTQKS-U1V58NxYxYRS9IqmeqDjprEBopAvPgXfLt81Phto5E68mCoaMef66699oW3fS6uvzrLy6pZCmbZ1oAOYFM8YOKIMa6G_O2iDBMOdVgBl_hZSC8ZueYyNH0oEPD9IPJT_6YXLdsOgd9RkIswcw9YKzeuZuxJJKmV-43s8GnKconvKC3uC6TiyHqb5YdwuoepuUZcwa38VwNgaR-8TKgw/https%3A%2F%2Fclicktime.symantec.com%2F15tpo872vKFGTfnDKnbtM%3Fh%3DC5F8cPo3pXfIY9iETa1h1qgEXGhFVsYtQTdgzxJod28%3D%26u%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.expresscomputer.in%2Fnews%2Fmphasis-expands-commitment-with-ashoka-university-strengthening-the-tech-ecosystem-for-interdisciplinary-innovation-and-industry-academia-collaboration%2F91995%2F
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The lab would scale existing high-impact projects and pilot new initiatives such
as the Ashoka Centre for Health Analytics, Research & Trends (CHART) to develop India-specific metrics and
visualization tools enabling policymakers to identify appropriate strategies and schemes. The lab will also be the
foundation ground of BharatSim, an open-source, large-scale, agent-based simulation framework built to help the
scientific community.

The new vision will witness the expansion of the lab, to be housed in a dedicated space within the Ashoka Innovation
Centre (AIC). The Ashoka Innovation Centre will be a 40,000+ sq. ft. state-of-the-art building included in the Build
Ashoka expansion plan and will be set up by 2024 under the Ashoka@125-acre mission. The lab under the broad
scope of Computer Science + X at Ashoka (CS+X aims to bring the power of computing to other disciplines through
curriculum integration & building more interdisciplinary research centres), will co-create a summer programme with
Ashoka Innovation Centre, for school students to experience problem discovery, ideation, and user innovation in a
learning-meets-work environment. The partnership will also co-run projects with the Centre for Data Sciences and
the School of Advanced Computing to engage in data visualization and actionable insights for complex problem-
solving.
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Mphasis extends grant to Ashoka University with Rs 18 crore in funds

Information technology (IT) solutions provider Mphasis on Thursday released its latest tranche of its grant to Ashoka
University through its Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) arm.

The new grant, worth Rs 18 crore, will be utilized to expand the Mphasis Laboratory of Machine Learning and
Computational Thinking at the university over the next three years. The expansion of the lab will offer spaces for
experiential learning through live projects, hackathons, and flexible spaces for industry-academia engagement,
through lecture series and workshops.

The varsity will also form Digital Makerspace to intensify engagement and experiential learning within the student
community. It will provide Computer Science (CS) and non-CS students with an equal opportunity to benefit from
Ashoka’s interdisciplinary environment, the company said. It added that the Makerspace will be a collaborative
workspace for making, learning, exploring, and sharing using high-tech to no-tech tools, which will enable the
ideation of tech-enabled solution-centric startups.

Mphasis, part of the Blackstone portfolio companies, announced the partnership with Ashoka University in 2020.
Being a first-of-its-kind collaboration in an interdisciplinary institution in India, nine projects were initiated under the
three pillars of Digitization and Society, Health Analytics and Dissemination.

“With our partnership with Ashoka University, we aim to inspire students across all academic fields to foster
innovation and harness their potential to create a lasting impact on society. With the growing digital edge, it has
become imperative to build a culture of innovation to have a future-ready generation with unmatched capabilities
and skill sets,” said Nitin Rakesh, Chief Executive Officer, and Managing Director, Mphasis.

The machine learning lab would scale existing high-impact projects and pilot new initiatives such as the Ashoka Centre
for Health Analytics, Research & Trends (CHART) to develop India-specific metrics and visualization tools enabling
policymakers to identify appropriate strategies and schemes. It will also be the foundation ground of BharatSim, an
open-source, large-scale, agent-based simulation framework.

“Our Build Ashoka plan outlines a bold vision for interdisciplinary research in our accelerated growth phase. With this
extended support from Mphasis, we will raise the bar in academic excellence with a pioneering vision as we
collaborate to fuel research-based solutions for real-life challenges and long-term sustainable impact that lasts
beyond our times,” said Pramath Raj Sinha Chairperson, Board of Trustees, Ashoka University.



https://secure-web.cisco.com/1kh9SfLk0WZAZQ_22MrctennQFW6oXq7hxO3vOyvPdDDuN_5R7gtGLP9AnoWH85lju_VjvJrozKP9eI9AMaAsgy28FqxhzD5v9ZoLjIIaFxgy5LlJE1XubXxruIShxbCVX4KknzNZ5LQcErNbH2-R1-p5MUBWpkw6KJgNA2ok0XT08g9vEH5C38hA8y-2v629aCa8bL2NpaijVAZma81N-Dw1HuWHp65HzIvB5I0Fxtx0Wvipew3LWl_-Qm3B4AKyx-dizbFjM_EPtCCPQbPi7xHawViBPm05KqhL2pPmi7dSXLv7ev--cxYR1SrsIFb_TmXwjwHjMYMKqic3DpTR4A/https%3A%2F%2Fclicktime.symantec.com%2F15tpdTiU15t5dn8NEfob7%3Fh%3D1myxpOWP8yobdxqkSDMzYVtdtmVrTFPX0AaTNhkfAwA%3D%26u%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.business-standard.com%2Farticle%2Fcurrent-affairs%2Fmphasis-extends-grant-to-ashoka-university-with-rs-18-crore-in-funds-122111700898_1.html
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The Hindu

News from the world of Education: November 23, 2022

Mphasis, through its CSR arm, recently made a grant of X18 crores to Ashoka University to expand the Mphasis
Laboratory of Machine Learning and Computational Thinking at the university. The partnership will also lay the
foundation of Digital Makerspace to intensify engagement and experiential learning within the student community.



https://www.thehindu.com/education/news-from-the-world-of-education-november-23-2022/article66175962.ece
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