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Deccan Chronicle

R. VALAYAPATHY | DC
TIRUCHY, FEB. 17

‘Mphasis’, a leading IT
services and solutions
provider, on Friday ann-
ounced the launch of a
unique initiative in the
historic town of Musiri,
in Cauvery delta in Ti-
ruchirappalli district in




The New Indian Express

& Mphasis

‘Musiri’ project to ensure sustainable livelihood for handloom weavers in Tiruchy

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Tiruchy

AT a time when the handloom

weavers are struggling to stay

afloat in the mechanised, com-

petitive textile industry, a novel
Ti

quarters, known for its handloom
cottage industries.

About half the number of the
weavers seem to have moved on
to other businesses, leading to a
gradual deterioration in the han-
a g sid

project toensure
lihood for handloom weavers,
named ‘Musiri’, was launched in
Tiruchy, recently.

The name of the project, Mu-
siri, stands for the significance of
Musiri town known for its hand-
loom products.

The project would focus on
training the weavers on digital
design techniques, entrepreneur-
ship and marketing skills to pro-
mote socio-economic prosperity
of therural weavers here.

More than 5,000 weavers have
been identified from the villages
in and around Musiri, situated at
about 42 km from district head-

ng skills.

In a joint effort from Digital
Empowerment Foundation (DEF)
and Mphasis, IT service provider,
the project is aimed to transform
the infrastructure available for
handloom weavers through dig-
ital clusters established at five
villages-Mannamedu, Nataraja
Nagar, Mangalampudur, Paith-
amparai and Thathaiyaingarpet-
tai-near Musiri.

The resource centres estab-
lished in five villages would em-
power the weavers with a the
skill set, by facilitating software
and other Information Commu-
nication Technology (ICT) sup-

0sama Manzar, director of DEF addressing the handloom weavers during the launch of Project Musiri in Tiruchy | EXPRESS

port required for product design-
ing and processing textile
products to match the evolving
trends and to appease the market.
Handloom sector, according to
the economic statistics, offers the
second largest employment next
toagriculture.

“Despite being a mass GDP
contributor, the weavers are
struggling to sustain their liveli-
hood. Toovercome such struggle,
we are partnering with DEF to

Project Musiri envisages the
introduction of an exclusive
‘e-commerce portal for the

expand the reach of handloom
products by modernising the in-
frastructure of the weavers in
Tiruchy” said V Suryanayanan,
Chief Financial Officer,

Mphasis.

Stating that digitally empower-
ing rural masses through digital
literacy isthe need of the hour as
the country is heading towards a
‘Digital India’, Osama Manzar,
director of DEF, said, “Project
Musiri envisages the introduc-
tion of an exclusive e-commerce
portal for the empowerment of
handloom clusters so as to mar-
ket their artistic products. About
weavers from vil-

handloom
clustersso as to market
their artistic products

Osama Manza, Director of Digital
Empowerment Foudation

lages in and around Musiri par-
ticipated in the event. Textile
products woven by handloom
weavers were displayed to high-
light the artistic skills of the ru-
ral handloom industry.”
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