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The Hindu 

News from the world of Education: September 16, 2026 

Vellore Institute of Technology, Vellore, won first prize in the second edition of the TrackShift Innovation Challenge 
hosted by Plaksha University, in collaboration with Mphasis. Yeshwantrao Chavan College of Engineering (YCCE), 
Nagpur, and Maharaja Agrasen Institute of Technology, Delhi, were second and third respectively. 

  

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1P9qrjri0-EdOxBlUFoXiT64iHPXTu3lIJ4TQOvTGRL5_hx09zsFlFDLQTEYGtRGKSboJHkloCkvv0GNMlFQntbtIqyey-PuqyHhmhvatAQbP4vFAY8Mkew69sU6GoUedgi863V8YZ4vtwSInejWOEJvESNPIrj3Hxg9bo0ifUYD08F3XuOos4VACQyB94pywbA1RRqTWD2T3_2mjby1BA2qic9t1syfMIJgY6Nugbjg5_aeLrGX0Pck-R_bYQY5lAaSa-usxQpgb6I-cF4zqSpEJ-ZQ5U3aVr_u1IS8v_T_T-XSSY-YH-aYbBr9UxrC2/https%3A%2F%2Fclicktime.symantec.com%2F15xsWrE3cs2umVHJYqrw7%3Fh%3D9L5PO8opaWnmB5K-mSCDreWf-gmUDA7g7z7tNSfIJok%3D%26u%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.thehindu.com%2Feducation%2Fnews-from-the-world-of-education-september-17-2026%2Farticle71473989.ece


 

Shiksha 

Plaksha University and Mphasis Reward Top Student Innovators in TrackShift Innovation Challenge 2026 

Annual TrackShift Innovation Challenge 2026 concluded successfully at the Plaksha University flagship event 

campus. Organised alongside Mphasis STEM innovation teams, the hackathon challenged 180 students to solve 

intense F1 racing problems. 

Plaksha University successfully hosted the second edition of its hackathon, the TrackShift Innovation Challenge 

2026. This event was organised in partnership with Mphasis to boost STEM education in India. The 24-hour applied 

innovation challenge was held from September 12 to September 13 on the university campus. More than 180 

undergraduate and postgraduate students travelled from different parts of the country to participate in the 

challenge. Over 3,600 applications from top-tier institutions like the IITs, NITs, BITS Pilani, and various regional 

colleges were received for participation. 

Interestingly, female tech students were one-third of the total applications. The event challenged young minds. 
Students worked in the fields of artificial intelligence, advanced mobility, and intelligent systems. The problem 
statements were directly inspired by real-world technical issues faced during the actual 2026 motorsport racing 
season.  

The event featured three complex engineering problem statements drawn from real-world motorsport problems. 
The first area was Energy and Overtake Intelligence. Teams had to build a live decision engine to recommend perfect 
energy modes during live races. The second challenge was Track Limits Detection. Students used advanced computer 
vision tools and car telemetry data to spot racing violations instantly. The third area was Tyre Degradation 
Intelligence. Participants created mathematical models to remove background noise from practice sessions. 

  

https://www.shiksha.com/news/college-plaksha-university-and-mphasis-reward-top-student-innovators-in-trackshift-innovation-challenge-2026-blogId-241935?rf=searchWidget&landing=adp&isource=csearch


 

The CSR Universe 

Mphasis, Plaksha University Host TrackShift Innovation Challenge 
 
Bengaluru | September 15, 2026: Mphasis Foundation, in partnership with Plaksha University, hosted the second 

edition of the TrackShift Innovation Challenge on September 12–13, bringing together more than 180 

undergraduate and postgraduate students from across India to work on applications of artificial intelligence, 

mobility and intelligent systems. 

Held at the Plaksha University campus, the 24-hour applied innovation challenge was developed as part of Mphasis’ 

multi-year association with the TGR Haas F1 Team. Students used computer vision, data science and predictive 

modelling to develop proofs of concept based on engineering challenges from elite motorsport. 

The initiative received more than 3,600 applications, including students from IITs, NITs, IIIT-Hyderabad, BITS Pilani 

and regional and tier 2–3 institutions. About one-third of applicants were female students. 

This year’s challenge featured three problem statements: Energy & Overtake Intelligence, focused on real-time 

energy deployment and overtake decisions; Track Limits Detection, involving AI-based identification of violations 

using computer vision and car telemetry; and Tyre Degradation Intelligence, aimed at predicting tyre performance 

while accounting for external variables. 

“Motorsport brings together some of the most complex challenges in engineering, data and technology, and 

TrackShift allows students to engage with these challenges from a practical perspective. By working on problems 

inspired by the realities of motorsport, participants were able to apply their technical knowledge, explore new 

approaches and develop solutions that have relevance beyond the track. It was particularly interesting to observe 

how the students approached this year’s challenges and the fresh perspectives they brought to these complex 

engineering problems,” said Jason Kew, Head of Information, TGR Haas F1 Team. 

“The TGR Haas F1 Team partnership gives TrackShift something rare: engineering problems with real stakes and 

real complexity. What excites me is that students from IITs and from tier 2 colleges across India are sitting in the 

same room, working on the same hard problems that professionals at the frontier of motorsport technology deal 

with every day. That is exactly the kind of talent pipeline India's technology industry needs and the kind Mphasis is 

committed to building,” said Veda Iyer, Global Chief Marketing Officer, Head of Hyperscalers & Strategic 

Partnerships, and Head Sales- APAC, Mphasis. 

"Engineers are shaped by the problems they are given. TrackShift puts that belief to the test every year, and this 

edition, with its focus on overtake intelligence, track limit detection and tyre degradation intelligence, pushed 

students into the kind of complexity our industry partners deal with daily. That is the standard we want our 

graduates to be ready for,” said Prof. M. Balakrishnan, Distinguished Visiting Professor, Plaksha University. 

The winning teams were Vellore Institute of Technology, Vellore, which secured first place; Yeshwantrao Chavan 

College of Engineering (YCCE), Nagpur, which won second place; and Maharaja Agrasen Institute of Technology, 

Delhi, which secured third place. The teams received cash prizes of ₹1 lakh, ₹50,000 and ₹25,000, respectively, 

along with mentorship-based internships at Mphasis. 

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1c1Tbj_7h9nrpoZPasOt2h8OmkmKxGE7MAvXhoiz_OSMjoCtia9yTCsjlUk9l3xz_7s9uZbnC8Q3uur5xibRxIMlU1bk-Pgr4bMKHEqSOmpASwadi8l0sF4zf9L6Su-o1C0Ib2Ddgaet6w-kPh5U_8P6HwUD8j77NbPYYv8xJi_gTOm0oc_X5CJLzyJkA1YZKbI3kvhGVU9k4ZZ7LLmhL-2RRlLthxyrfbn863YNg5Fu8cyxCet67eTm_3X9fhrDk0WyH-q-iJwZY4FLZdBKy3Xm_g3VQHKQEvh6-15NQRafcjVMlx3OKLIDX4VMEhHcZ/https%3A%2F%2Fclicktime.symantec.com%2F15xs6hFdKncwhm9gq3sC1%3Fh%3D93GqIgZL0c8NDsGGh9NDKZcU4xID1bUUuIiCp7hcV0Q%3D%26u%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fthecsruniverse.com%2Farticles%2Fmphasis-plaksha-university-host-trackshift-innovation-challenge


 

The top three teams will also receive a fully sponsored visit to the TGR Haas F1 

Team facility in the UK. Selected participants will undertake internships of up to two months at Mphasis, receiving 

mentoring while working on live AI and innovation projects. Solutions developed during the challenge will be made 

available through an open repository on the TrackShift website.  



 

CXO Today 

Mphasis and Plaksha University Build Future-Ready Talent through Second Edition of ‘TrackShift Innovation 
Challenge’ 

Mphasis Foundation, in partnership with Plaksha University, hosted the second edition of the TrackShift Innovation 

Challenge on September 12–13, 2026, at the Plaksha University campus. The 24-hour applied innovation challenge 

brought together more than 180 undergraduate and postgraduate student innovators from across India to develop 

scalable proofs of concept at the intersection of artificial intelligence, mobility and intelligent systems. 

Developed as part of Mphasis’ multi-year association with the TGR Haas F1 Team, TrackShift 2026 challenged 

students to apply emerging technologies including computer vision, data science and predictive modelling to 

engineering problems drawn directly from the realities of elite motorsport. This year’s edition placed a sharper 

focus on applied engineering rigour, with problem statements inspired by the technical constraints and decision-

making scenarios of the 2026 racing season. 

The challenge drew over 3600 applications from students across India, including those from IITs, NITs, IIIT-

Hyderabad, BITS Pilani, and a significant number of regional and tier 2 – 3 institutions. Approximately one-third of 

applicants were female students, a reflection of the initiative’s commitment to women in STEM education and 

broadening participation in high-complexity technology challenges. 

This year’s challenge featured three problem statements: 

• Energy & Overtake Intelligence: Build a real-time decision engine that recommends optimal energy deployment 

modes and evaluates the risk-reward ratio of overtake windows. 

• Track Limits Detection: Develop an AI-powered video analysis system to detect track-limit violations using 

computer vision and car telemetry. 

• Tyre Degradation Intelligence: Create a predictive model that strips external noise from practice sessions to 

generate clean tyre performance degradation curves. 

Solutions developed during the challenge will be made available through an open repository on the TrackShift 

website, accessible to industry partners, academia, startups and research labs ensuring that promising ideas can 

continue to evolve beyond the challenge itself. 

“Motorsport brings together some of the most complex challenges in engineering, data and technology, and 

TrackShift allows students to engage with these challenges from a practical perspective. By working on problems 

inspired by the realities of motorsport, participants were able to apply their technical knowledge, explore new 

approaches and develop solutions that have relevance beyond the track. It was particularly interesting to observe 

how the students approached this year’s challenges and the fresh perspectives they brought to these complex 

engineering problems,” said Jason Kew, Head of Information, TGR Haas F1 Team. 

“The TGR Haas F1 Team partnership gives TrackShift something rare: engineering problems with real stakes and 

real complexity. What excites me is that students from IITs and from tier 2 colleges across India are sitting in the 

same room, working on the same hard problems that professionals at the frontier of motorsport technology deal 

with every day. That is exactly the kind of talent pipeline India’s technology industry needs and the kind Mphasis is 

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1MIExULEpRN4qlI9uM4YHAiqLttT217P4nyZHudKD35GLpI5_SpOyOshjHdiykxe5LdXMIzfaBIUn5vlkLPTj6A0CNXUVS4xUibc4tz5YbmKDq3uhz1KR2pzcTE3JCCe4gZME26YYDXYjpcNLApeB8moqNHCm5xZ_2vcTywpmU_JCHslGA-FdTmJbIwaCLr695UfCux8-Nyr-DlGbCSyaRJfFZe1PNvgLA3jezohujn6rkeV8Dp3-w6XV7JES2jf3V0KaQYuxgJRqYcES6LMJ3h2M1NGKV3cnW6ouJeewbqONuUBKf2xO6f6creG9BHdw/https%3A%2F%2Fclicktime.symantec.com%2F15xrw2s4QZFkssVqjw4tm%3Fh%3DLRaO07aYncXgWWXHja7aSVgFMDoAC_2l2Iz1xAwxYpw%3D%26u%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fcxotoday.com%2Fmedia-coverage%2Fmphasis-and-plaksha-university-build-future-ready-talent-through-second-edition-of-trackshift-innovation-challenge%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1MIExULEpRN4qlI9uM4YHAiqLttT217P4nyZHudKD35GLpI5_SpOyOshjHdiykxe5LdXMIzfaBIUn5vlkLPTj6A0CNXUVS4xUibc4tz5YbmKDq3uhz1KR2pzcTE3JCCe4gZME26YYDXYjpcNLApeB8moqNHCm5xZ_2vcTywpmU_JCHslGA-FdTmJbIwaCLr695UfCux8-Nyr-DlGbCSyaRJfFZe1PNvgLA3jezohujn6rkeV8Dp3-w6XV7JES2jf3V0KaQYuxgJRqYcES6LMJ3h2M1NGKV3cnW6ouJeewbqONuUBKf2xO6f6creG9BHdw/https%3A%2F%2Fclicktime.symantec.com%2F15xrw2s4QZFkssVqjw4tm%3Fh%3DLRaO07aYncXgWWXHja7aSVgFMDoAC_2l2Iz1xAwxYpw%3D%26u%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Fcxotoday.com%2Fmedia-coverage%2Fmphasis-and-plaksha-university-build-future-ready-talent-through-second-edition-of-trackshift-innovation-challenge%2F


 

committed to building,” said Veda Iyer, Global Chief Marketing Officer, Head of 

Hyperscalers & Strategic Partnerships, and Head Sales- APAC, Mphasis. 

“Engineers are shaped by the problems they are given. TrackShift puts that belief to the test every year, and this 

edition, with its focus on overtake intelligence, track limit detection and tyre degradation intelligence, pushed 

students into the kind of complexity our industry partners deal with daily. That is the standard we want our 

graduates to be ready for,” said Prof. M. Balakrishnan, Distinguished Visiting Professor, Plaksha University. 

The top three winning teams received cash prizes of ₹1,00,000, ₹50,000, and ₹25,000, respectively, along with 

mentorship-based internships at Mphasis. The winning teams are: 

• 1st prize: Vellore Institute of Technology, Vellore 

• 2nd Prize: Yeshwantrao Chavan College of Engineering (YCCE), Nagpur 

• 3rd prize: Maharaja Agrasen Institute of Technology, Delhi 

The top three teams will receive a share of the cash prize, along with a fully sponsored visit to the TGR Haas F1 

Team facility in the United Kingdom. Selected participants will receive mentoring during their internship (up to two 

months) at Mphasis, working on live AI and innovation projects. Participants will receive innovation kits and 

certificates, meet industry experts, academic leaders and the TGR Haas F1 Team, along with networking 

opportunities with global technology leaders. 

Mphasis Foundation, a CSR arm of Mphasis, reflects the company’s belief that technology excellence and 

purposeful innovation can drive meaningful social impact. 

  



 

India Education Diary 

180 students solve Motorsport challenges at TrackShift Innovation Challenge, an annual flagship event by 
Plaksha University and Mphasis 

Student innovators develop scalable proofs of concept addressing real-world challenges in AI, mobility and 
intelligent systems 
Top three teams to earn a fully sponsored visit to the TGR Haas F1 Team facility in the United Kingdom 
Plaksha University, in collaboration with the Mphasis as part of its commitment to promoting inclusive education 
and innovation in STEM hosted the second edition of the ‘TrackShift Innovation Challenge’ on September 12–13, 
2026, at the Plaksha University campus. The 24-hour applied innovation challenge brought together more than 180 
undergraduate and postgraduate student innovators from across India to develop scalable proofs of concept at the 
intersection of artificial intelligence, mobility and intelligent systems.  
 
Developed as part of Mphasis’ multi-year association with the TGR Haas F1 Team, TrackShift 2026 challenged 
students to apply emerging technologies including computer vision, data science and predictive modelling to 
engineering problems drawn directly from the realities of elite motorsport. This year’s edition placed a sharper 
focus on applied engineering rigour, with problem statements inspired by the technical constraints and decision-
making scenarios of the 2026 racing season. 
 
The challenge drew more than 3600 applications from students across India, including those from IITs, NITs, IIIT-
Hyderabad, BITS Pilani, and a significant number of regional and tier 2-3 institutions. Approximately one-third of 
applicants were female students, a reflection of the initiative’s commitment to women in STEM education and 
broadening participation in high-complexity technology challenges. 
 
This year’s challenge featured three problem statements: 
 
Energy & Overtake Intelligence: Build a real-time decision engine that recommends optimal energy deployment 
modes and evaluates the risk-reward ratio of overtake windows. 
 
Track Limits Detection: Develop an AI-powered video analysis system to detect track-limit violations using 
computer vision and car telemetry. 
 
Tyre Degradation Intelligence: Create a predictive model that strips external noise from practice sessions to 
generate clean tyre performance degradation curves. 
 
Solutions developed during the challenge will be made available through an open repository on the TrackShift 
website, accessible to industry partners, academia, startups and research labs ensuring that promising ideas can 
continue to evolve beyond the challenge itself. 
 
“Engineers are shaped by the problems they are given. TrackShift puts that belief to the test every year, and this 
edition, with its focus on overtake intelligence, track limit detection and tyre degradation intelligence, pushed 
students into the kind of complexity our industry partners deal with daily. That is the standard we want our 
graduates to be ready for,” said Prof. M. Balakrishnan, Distinguished Visiting Professor, Plaksha University. 
 
“The TGR Haas F1 Team partnership gives TrackShift something rare: engineering problems with real stakes and 
real complexity. What excites me is that students from IITs and from tier 2 colleges across India are sitting in the 
same room, working on the same hard problems that professionals at the frontier of motorsport technology deal 

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1pii2-Hxhxs-lrDSnqdErtuJDWM5J7jOej_UbdtGvUkWoldobskH6eG1MioL35LJsgM9WmIPjwG39K9FDbrGZwJE9e_-Hl33yVRzmOdfUow_WcEl2-Cdj2PimA5HhX-qgG9oiQIql4ZfwYKb2kYVHSiD6Pg6hirP19tMEW__zhlCTSxmaXh1SIdzKX2fuOw-sQvOMI3_G-uLGJLr_43FeQ-n-mo3YlXij-j_5Xtagj_0RRuXYNlczV1sJwMApGat17gcVkAZFSJt635t9FQUsYi7Uuxx3aUhSMs93QqNeax8zrVwTbU9SCB_AfLk7JcPl/https%3A%2F%2Fclicktime.symantec.com%2F15xs1s4LsAwMHpKmHVU3P%3Fh%3DCuY9Bou1R6lnZFUsfkx03XClS641W-cKqrCAYtBMQlA%3D%26u%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Findiaeducationdiary.in%2F180-students-solve-motorsport-challenges-at-trackshift-innovation-challenge-an-annual-flagship-event-by-plaksha-university-and-mphasis%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1pii2-Hxhxs-lrDSnqdErtuJDWM5J7jOej_UbdtGvUkWoldobskH6eG1MioL35LJsgM9WmIPjwG39K9FDbrGZwJE9e_-Hl33yVRzmOdfUow_WcEl2-Cdj2PimA5HhX-qgG9oiQIql4ZfwYKb2kYVHSiD6Pg6hirP19tMEW__zhlCTSxmaXh1SIdzKX2fuOw-sQvOMI3_G-uLGJLr_43FeQ-n-mo3YlXij-j_5Xtagj_0RRuXYNlczV1sJwMApGat17gcVkAZFSJt635t9FQUsYi7Uuxx3aUhSMs93QqNeax8zrVwTbU9SCB_AfLk7JcPl/https%3A%2F%2Fclicktime.symantec.com%2F15xs1s4LsAwMHpKmHVU3P%3Fh%3DCuY9Bou1R6lnZFUsfkx03XClS641W-cKqrCAYtBMQlA%3D%26u%3Dhttps%3A%2F%2Findiaeducationdiary.in%2F180-students-solve-motorsport-challenges-at-trackshift-innovation-challenge-an-annual-flagship-event-by-plaksha-university-and-mphasis%2F


 

with every day. That is exactly the kind of talent pipeline India’s technology 
industry needs and the kind Mphasis is committed to building,” said Veda Iyer, Global Chief Marketing Officer, 
Head of Hyperscalers & Strategic Partnerships, and Head Sales- APAC, Mphasis. 
 
“Motorsport brings together some of the most complex challenges in engineering, data and technology, and 
TrackShift allows students to engage with these challenges from a practical perspective. By working on problems 
inspired by the realities of motorsport, participants were able to apply their technical knowledge, explore new 
approaches and develop solutions that have relevance beyond the track. It was particularly interesting to observe 
how the students approached this year’s challenges and the fresh perspectives they brought to these complex 
engineering problems,” said Jason Kew, Head of Information, TGR Haas F1 Team. 
 
The top three winning teams received cash prizes of ₹1,00,000, ₹50,000, and ₹25,000, respectively, along with 
mentorship-based internships at Mphasis. The winning teams are: 
 
1st prize: Vellore Institute of Technology, Vellore 
 
2nd Prize: Yeshwantrao Chavan College of Engineering (YCCE), Nagpur 
 
3rd prize: Maharaja Agrasen Institute of Technology, Delhi 
 
The top three teams will receive a share of the cash prize along with a fully sponsored visit to the TGR Haas F1 
Team facility in the United Kingdom. Selected participants will receive mentoring during their internship (up to two 
months) at Mphasis., working on live AI and innovation projects. Participants will receive innovation kits and 
certificates, meet industry experts, academic leaders and the TGR Haas F1 Team, along with networking 
opportunities with global technology leaders. 
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